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1 . Claims 1-5,7-1 1 ,14-37,39-49 and new claim 50 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5,7-11,14-37,39-49 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-5,7-11,14-37,39-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Stolorz et al [Stolorz 2003/0065762 A1]. 

3. Claim 26, Stolorz discloses A method, comprising: 

maintaining a repository for storing information about a configuration policy 
[Stolorz, a policy database 124, 0048, Fig 1]; 

retrieving the configuration of each of a plurality of components by 
communicating with a client module residing at each component of the plurality of 
components [Stolorz, different server groups, 0049-0050, Fig 1]; 

extracting, from each configuration retrieved, a set of configuration parameters 
[Stolorz, retrieved from policy database, 01 1 1]; and 

validating each extracted configuration parameter against the configuration policy 
[Stolorz, adaptive policy-base management scheme, 0056]. 

4. Claim 27, Stolorz discloses accessing component-specific configuration 
parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality of components [Stolorz, 
configurable, 0003]. 
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5. Claim 28, Stolorz discloses dynamically probing each component, of the plurality 
of components, to determine whether the configuration of the component has been 
changed [Stolorz, dynamically probe, 0098]. 

6. Claim 29, Stolorz discloses forming a component parameter relationship 
dependency tree from the extracted configuration parameters; and determining the 
effect of making a configuration change, to the configuration of a particular component, 
of the plurality of components, by traversing the component parameter relationship 
dependency tree [Stolorz, a network hierarchy or tree, 0076; a particular server group, 
0077]. 

7. Claim 30, Stolorz discloses the configuration policy defines, for each 
configuration parameter of the configuration of each of the plurality of components, a 
value range for which the configuration parameter will be successfully validated [Stolorz, 
time zone, 0070]. 

8. Claim 31 , Stolorz discloses the extracted configuration parameters are 
expressed in one or more XML documents [Stolorz, XML file with policies, 0118]. 
Claim 32, Stolorz discloses the configuration policy is expressed in a set of global 
parameter definitions and document type definitions [Stolorz, global traffic control, 
0003]. 

9. Claim 33, Stolorz discloses managing the configuration parameters of the 
configuration of the plurality of components; advising an administrator about the 
configuration parameters of the configuration of the plurality of components; alerting an 
administrator about the configuration parameters of the configuration of the plurality of 
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components; and acquiescing to the modification of the configuration parameters of the 
configuration of the plurality of components [Stolorz, ATC administrative framework, 
0058; alert generation mechanism, 0091]. 

10. Claim 34, Stolorz discloses providing a browsing service comprising a user 
interface management console [Stolorz, browser, 0049]. 

11. Claim 35, Stolorz discloses registering new components with a management 
configuration module [Stolorz, new scheme are added, 0045]. 

12. Claim 36, Stolorz discloses receiving, at a management configuration module, 
XML documents that describe the configuration parameters of the configuration of a 
particular component, when the configuration of the particular component is changed 
[Stolorz, XML, 0118]. 

1 3. Claim 37, Stolorz discloses at least one of the plurality of components 
corresponds to at least one of a Web server, an internet application server, and a 
database server [Stolorz, web server 0042, internet service provider, 0049, policy 
database 0047]. 

14. Claim 1 , Stolorz discloses A system for actively managing configurable 
components, comprising: 

a plurality of components, each component storing a configuration comprising a set of 
configuration parameters [Stolorz, DNS component]; 

a repository that stores information about a configuration policy [Stolorz, policy 
database, 0095]; 
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a server configured to [Stolorz, servers 118, Fig 1] (a) register each of the plurality of 
components [Stolorz, subscriber server network 104, Fig1], (b) perform dynamic probing 
operations on each of the plurality of components to identify configuration changes 
made to the configuration of each of the plurality of components [Stolorz, dynamically 
probe, 0098; monitoring of each name server, 0128], and 
(c) validate identified configuration changes against the configuration policy to 
determine whether the configuration changes conform to the configuration policy 
[Stolorz, appropriate interpreted, 0145]. 

15. Claim 2, Stolorz discloses the configuration policy defines, for each configuration 
parameter of the configuration of each of the plurality of components, a value range for 
which the configuration parameter will be successfully validated by the server [Stolorz, 
time zone, 0070]. 

16. Claim 3, Stolorz discloses the server comprises a set of core services for 
responding to an identified configuration change, wherein the set of core services 
comprises at least one of: a first service for changing a value of at least one 
configuration parameter to a default or previously validated value; a second service for 
auditing the configuration parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality 
of components; a third service for generating an alert regarding the configuration 
parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality of components; and a 
fourth service for acquiescing to the identified configuration change [Stolorz, a set of 
servers that provide service, 0075; alert generation mechanism, 0091]. 
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17. Claim 4, Stolorz discloses a log storing data that identifies an identified 
configuration change made to the configuration of a particular component [Stolorz, 
particular server group, 0077]. 

18. Claim 5, Stolorz discloses a configuration and validation module for performing 
impact analysis on the identified configuration changes against the plurality of 
components [Stolorz, analyzed information, 0091]. 

19. Claim 39, Stolorz discloses the information indicates a relationship dependency 
between a first configuration parameter in the configuration of a first component and a 
second configuration parameter in the configuration of a different component [Stolorz, 
parameter, 0123; different type of servers, 0121]. 

20. Claim 40, Stolorz discloses the server validates the configuration, for the first 
component, based upon the relationship dependency between the first configuration 
parameter and the second configuration parameter [Stolorz, parameter, 0123]. 

21 . Claim 41 , Stolorz discloses the information includes at least one document type 
definition defining a mapping between the configuration of at least two of the plurality of 
individual components [Stolorz, dynamically defined load share information, 0086]. 

22. Claim 47, Stolorz discloses the relationship dependency comprises one of one- 
way, two-way, cyclic, one-to-many, many-to-one, and many-to-many [Stolorz, 
relationship, 0018]. 

23. Claim 7 Stolorz discloses A method for actively managing configurable 
components, comprising: 
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maintaining a repository, accessible to a server, that stores information about a 
configuration policy [Stolorz, a policy database 124, 0048, Fig 1]; 

registering, with the server, each of a plurality of components [Stolorz, subscriber server 
network 104, Fig1]; 

performing dynamic probing operations on each of the plurality of components t o 
identify configuration changes made to a configuration of each of the plurality of 
components [Stolorz, dynamically probe, 0098; monitoring of each name server, 0128]; 
and 

validating, at the server, identified configuration changes against the configuration policy 
to determine whether the identified configuration changes conform to the configuration 
policy [Stolorz, adaptive policy-base management scheme, 0056]. 

24. Claim 8, Stolorz discloses the configuration policy defines, for each configuration 
parameter of the configuration of each of the plurality of components, a value range for 
which the configuration parameter will be successfully validated by the server server 
[Stolorz, time zone, 0070]. 

25. Claim 9, Stolorz discloses responding to an identified configuration change by 
performing at least one of changing a value of at least one configuration parameter to a 
default or previously validated value; auditing configuration parameters of the 
configuration of at least one of the plurality of components; generating an alert 
regarding the configuration parameters of the configuration of at least one of the 
plurality of components; and acquiescing to the identified configuration change [Stolorz, 
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ATC administrative framework, 0058; editing mechanism, 0084; alert generation 
mechanism, 0091]. 

26. Claim 10, Stolorz discloses logging data that identifies an identified configuration 
change made to the configuration of a particular component to a log file [Stolorz, an 
administrative policy update mechanism, 0083]. 

27. Claim 1 1 , Stolorz discloses performing impact analysis on the identified 
configuration changes against the plurality of components [Stolorz, analyzed 
information, 0091]. 

28. Claim 42, Stolorz discloses the information indicates a relationship dependency 
between a first configuration parameter in the configuration of a first component and a 
second configuration parameter in the configuration of a different component [Stolorz, 
relationship, 0018]. 

29. Claim 43, Stolorz discloses the server validates the configuration, for the first 
component, based upon the relationship dependency between the first configuration 
parameter and the second configuration parameter [Stolorz, relationship, 0018]. 

30. Claim 44, Stolorz discloses the information includes at least one document type 
definition defining a mapping between the configuration of at least two of the plurality of 
individual components [Stolorz, the hostname maps to on or more particular network 
address, 0045]. 

31 . Claim 45, Stolorz discloses a particular configuration change comprises a 
change to a configuration parameter or type definition associated with a particular 
component [Stolorz, an administrative policy update mechanism, 0083]. 
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32. Claim 46, Stolorz discloses the configuration policy, stored in the repository, 
includes a master set of configuration parameters and type definitions for each of the 
plurality of components [Stolorz, a central or primary administrative master agent, 
0081]. 

33. Claim 48, Stolorz discloses the relationship comprises one of one-way, two-way, 
cyclic, one-to-many, many-to-one, and many-to-many [Stolorz, relationship, 0018]. 
Claim 50, Stolorz discloses each of the plurality of components is separate from the 
server [Stolorz, Fig 1]. 

34. Claim 14, Stolorz discloses A system, comprising a plurality of components, 
wherein each component, of the plurality of components, comprises a client module for 
accessing configuration parameters of a configuration of the component 

a management server which maintains a repository for storing information about a 
configuration policy [Stolorz, a policy database, 0047]; and a management console 
capable of accessing the repository, wherein the management console comprises: 
at least one service interface for retrieving (a) the configuration of a particular 
component, of the plurality of components, by communicating with the client module 
associated with the particular component, and (b) configurations of each other 
component of the plurality of components [Stolorz, ATC 142, ATC name server network 
118, subscriber server network 104, Fig 1]; 

a parser for extracting configuration parameters from each retrieved configuration 
[Stolorz, parsed and stored, 0118]; 
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and a validator for validating each extracted configuration parameter against the 
configuration policy [Stolorz, database manage 132, Fig 1]. 

35. Claim 15, Stolorz discloses at least one adapter for accessing component- 
specific configuration parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality of 
components [Stolorz, an adaptive traffic control mechanism 126, 0048, Fig 1]. 

36. Claim 16, Stolorz discloses at least one component-specific adapter for 
dynamically probing the plurality of components Stolorz, dynamic probe, 0098]. 

37. Claim 17, Stolorz discloses a component parameter relationship dependency 
tree formed from the extracted configuration parameters; and an impact analyzer for 
analyzing the effect of making a configuration change, to the configuration of the 
particular component, of the plurality of components, by traversing the component 
parameter relationship dependency tree [Stolorz, analyzing information, 0091]. 

38. Claim 18, Stolorz discloses a change manager for effecting a change to a 
configuration parameter [Stolorz, the policy editing mechanism 162, 0084]. 

39. Claim 19, Stolorz discloses a set of one or more XML documents comprising the 
extracted configuration parameters [Stolorz, XML file with policies, 0118]. 

40. Claim 20, Stolorz discloses the configuration policy is expressed in a set of global 
parameter definitions and document type definitions [Stolorz, global traffic control, 
0003]. 

41 . Claim 21 , Stolorz discloses validation services, wherein the validation services 
perform at least one of managing the configuration parameters of the configuration of 
the plurality of components; advising an administrator about the configuration 
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parameters of the configuration of the plurality of components; alerting an administrator 
about the configuration parameters of the configuration of the plurality of components; 
and acquiescing to the modification of the configuration parameters of the configuration 
of the plurality of components [Stolorz, ATC administrative framework, 0058]. 

42. Claim 22, Stolorz discloses a browsing service providing a user interface 
management console [Stolorz, browser, 0049]. 

43. Claim 23, Stolorz discloses a management configuration module for registering 
new components [Stolorz, new scheme are added, 0045]. 

44. Claim 24, Stolorz discloses a management configuration module capable of 
receiving XML documents, which describe the configuration parameters of the 
configuration of the particular component, when the configuration of the particular 
component is changed [Stolorz, XML file with policies, 01 18]. 

45. Claim 25, Stolorz discloses at least one of the plurality of components 
corresponds to at least one of a Web server, an internet application server, and a 
database server [Stolorz, web server 0042, internet service provider, 0049, policy 
database 0047]. 

46. Claim 49, Stolorz discloses A computer-readable storage medium holding code 
which, when executed, performs the method according to any one of Claims 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, and 48. 
[see rejection above]. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thong H. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-3904. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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